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New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation Com-
missioner Basil Seggos announced
the upcoming start of the spring
troutfishing season, which his team
said provides excellent angling op-
portunities statewide thanks to the
state’s extensive stocking program
and considerable number of wild
trout fisheries. DEC’s spring trout
stocking begins in March and runs
through early June, and includes
more than 1.8 million trout stocked
in waters statewide.

Trout Fishing

For decades, April 1 was the
traditional “opening day” of trout
fishing season. This year, the date
marks the opening of the harvest
season for trout, because year-
round fishing was made available
on most streams with the imple-
mentation of an Oct. 16 through
March 31 artificial lures-only catch-
and-release season.

Trout Stocking

DEC stocking trucks have al-
ready begun hitting the roadways,
and trout stocking is in full swing
with 1,872,105 catchable brown,
rainbow and brook trout stocked
in ponds and streams across the
state this spring. Stocked-extended
streams (listed in the trout streams
section of the regulations guide)
will receive fish every other week
for two months to enhance season-
long opportunities for angler suc-
cess. Most streams will also receive
a seeding of larger stocked trout.
Spring trout stocking lists, includ-
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Mon cLosep  NEW HOURS*™

TUE - Spaghetti and Meatballs, Chicken Parm,
Eggplant Parm, Penne Parm

WED 6AM-2PM* - Steak & Cheese Hoagies,
Hot Turkey Sandwich or Fish

THURS 6AM-2PM* - Chicken Milanese or Fish

FRI 6AM-2PM - Haddock, Fish Sandwiches,
Tuna Melts & New England Clam Chowder

SAT & SUN OPEN AT 6AM - Eggs Benedict,
Banana Walnut Pancakes, Spinach & Feta

Omelet & Our Full Breakfast & Lunch Menu
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Beer Battered, Baked & Special
Weekly Options. Fish Sandwich &
Homemade New England Clam Chowder

Dine In - Take Out
Curbaide Pickup
297-4172

BREAKFAST & LUNCHES
4823 Saunders Settlement Rd.
Niagara Falls, NY

Mon. - Thurs. 6:30am-2pm
I_ Fri. 6:30am-7pm * Sat. 6:30am-1pm * Sun. 8am-2pm J
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ing the week of stocking for trout
streams, can be found at https://
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/30465.
html. Additionally, DEC recognizes
some fisheries rely on stocked fish
to reach a certain size before they
can be harvested. Visit https://
www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/30467.
html to find locations where these
put-grow-and-take  stockings of
brook trout, lake trout and Atlantic
salmon take place.

New Fishing Regulations

DEC recently announced the
adoption of new freshwater fish-
ing regulations that will take ef-
fect on April 1. Following a public
comment period on draft proposals
earlier this year, the new regula-
tions reflect the input and sup-
port of the angling community in
DEC’s efforts to make fishing New
York’s waters less complicated. Of
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490 Center St., Lewiston ¢ 754-2581
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particular interest to trout anglers
is a new statewide regulation for
rainbow trout, brown trout and
splake. The regulation creates con-
sistency with inland trout regula-
tions and expands opportunities
for year-round fishing. A complete
compilation of changes and an as-
sessment of public comment asso-
ciated with the rulemaking can be
found at https://www.dec.ny.gov/
outdoor/124258 html.

New Trout Stream Signage

As part of DEC’s efforts to make
fishing more enjoyable, DEC has
posted “Management Category”
signs on most of the state’s 1,500
miles of public fishing rights. Man-
agement categories make a sharp
distinction between wild trout
management (wild, wild quality,
wild premier) and stocked trout
management (stocked, stocked ex-
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OPEN AT 11AM Closed Mondays
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tended). More details can be found
here:  https://www.dec.ny.gov/
docs/fish_marine_pdf/tsmpreach-
cat.pdf. These signs convey not
only the management category for
a particular stream reach, but also
the regulations associated with the
reach.
Trout Stream Fishing

Last year, DEC launched an in-
teractive trout stream fishing map
to provide anglers with one-stop-
shopping for information about
stocking, fishing access, season
dates, and regulations on DECinfo
Locator. Anglers will be able to
view trout stream reaches color-
coded by management category
and fishing access associated with
those reaches. These layers will
allow trout stream anglers to plan
their trips and find their preferred
trout stream fishing experiences.
Links to the Trout stream fishing
map and a user guide are available
here: https://www.dec.ny.gov/out-
door/122444 html.

Freshwater fishing Regs

The DEC announced its newly
adopted freshwater fishing regula-
tions will take effect April 1.

Following a public comment
period on the draft proposals ear-
lier this year, the new regulations
reflect the input received and the
support of the angling community
in DEC’s efforts to make fishing
New York’s waters less complicat-
ed and easier to understand.

Notable changes include:

eNew statewide regulations are

Every Friday

ng opportunities

now in place for rainbow, brown
trout, and splake in lakes and
ponds. The season will now be
open year-round, with a fivefish
daily limit, any size, with a “no
more than two longer than 12 inch-
es” harvest rule.

eStatewide Atlantic salmon reg-
ulations will now allow for a year-
round open season.

e]ce fishing is permitted on all
waters, unless specifically pro-
hibited, with the exception of Es-
sex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton,
Herkimer, Lewis, St. Lawrence,
Warren, and Washington counties
where previous rules remain.

eNew specific dates have re-
placed floating dates for statewide
season openers, including May 1
for walleye, northern pike, pick-
erel and tiger muskellunge; June
1 for muskellunge; and June 15 for
largemouth and smallmouth bass.

oThe statewide sunfish daily
harvest limit has been reduced
from 50 to 25 fish.

eThe statewide minimum size
limit for crappie has been increased
from 9 inches to 10 inches.

A complete compilation of chang-
es and an assessment of public
comment associated with the final
rulemaking is available on DEC’s
website. The regulations will also
be found on DEC’s 2022 Freshwater
Fishing regulations Guide, expect-
ed to be available at licensed issu-
ing agents statewide in early April.
Hard copies can also be requested
by emailing fwfish@dec.ny.gov.
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: Nominate Your Favorite Fish Fry Restaurant & :

ENTER TO WIN!

CONGRATULATIONS
JOANN FIEGEL! :

out the entry blank below or visiting www.wnypapers.com. The eatery with the most
votes will be featured in the Niagara County Tribune/Sentinel and Island Dispatch. When you
cast a vote, you'll be entered to win a gift certificate from an area restaurant. Winners will |

Last Week’s Winner of a Free Fish Fry from !
The Isle View Bar & Grill in Tonawanda!
ENTERTO WIN A GIFT CERTIFICATE :

FROM AN AREA RESTAURANT 1

Our next winner will receive a certificate from: ]
¥4« The Great Foodini |:
2564 Academy St. 1

Ransomville 5

(716) 791-4400 |

Now through April 15, vote for your favorite fish fry restaurant by filling .

be selected by random draw and notified by phone or email. :

Visit www.wnypapers.com/fishfry for a complete set of rules & to enter online. ]

NO PHOTOCOPIES WILL BE ACCEPTED ]

Name (Full): !
Phone Number: !
Email: !
Restaurant Name: !

Why this fish fry is the best:
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DROP OFF OR MAIL TO:
Niagara Frontier Publications
1859 Whitehaven Rd., Grand Island, NY, 14072

orvisit www.wnypapers.com/fishfry
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